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The two telephone lines in the drafty 40- 
year-old house sometimes ring in unison. 

James Earl Ray wants to know if his 
new-trial petition has been filed. An Aus- 
tralian newspaper wants to schedule an 
interview. A local radio station wants to 
discuss the multimillion-dollar finances of 
the People’s Temple. And the Jaycees want 
Mark Lane to speak. 

’’Who is calling?" Lane asks before iden- 
tifying himself. He agrees to interviews 
and assures Ray the petition will be filed 
soon. 

Returning to the den, where he will be 
interrupted by telephones no less than 
once every five minutes, he asks April Fer- 
guson, the live-in law partner whom he 
calls “darling,” to be sure to make his hair 
appointment at Don Pedro before he 
leaves town on Thursday. The refrigerator 
is on the blink, and something needs to be 
done about that, too. 

Lane, who has traveled widely and often 
nests in the vicinity of his current cause, 
moved to Memphis in September. He spent 
almost two years in Wounded Knee, S.D., in 
1973-74, investigating the town’s Indian ta- 
keover and helping defend tv/o Indians, 
charged with felonies in an eight-month' 
trial. 

Dismissing the charges against the Indi- 
ans, U.S. Dist. Judge Fred J. Nichol told 
Lane: “You’re the best investigator in the 
United States." Lane, hoping to live up to 
the praise, says of Memphis, “1 just came 
here to get a new iriai for James Earl 
Ray . . . It is the sole reason. The political 
reasons (for the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr, murder) must be unveiled." 

His 10-year pursuit of an FBI or CIA link 
to the murder and his almost Jack-in-the- 
box involvement with highly publicized 
big-time murders have been the source of 




both a comfortable livelihood and a media 
reputation as everything short of an out- 
right grave robber. 

The day after the Jonestown jungle mas- 
sacre, New York Daily News columnist 
Jimmy Breslin confessed to despising 
Lane through the years as a "disreputable 
William Kunstler.” 

His involvement in Guyana began with 
a telephone call. Lane says, from wri;er- 
producer Donald Freed with whom he col- 
laborated on “Excecutive Action,” a movie 
based on the John F. Kennedy assassina- 
tion. 

“Freed told me it was an interesting 
thing down there — more than 1,000 
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